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Twenty years ago Chelsea Green published the first trade edition of The Man Who Planted Trees, a

timeless eco-fable about what one person can do to restore the earth. The hero of the story,

ElzÃ©ard Bouffier, spent his life planting one hundred acorns a day in a desolate, barren section of

Provence in the south of France. The result was a total transformation of the landscape-from one

devoid of life, with miserable, contentious inhabitants, to one filled with the scent of flowers, the

songs of birds, and fresh, flowing water. Since our first publication, the book has sold over a quarter

of a million copies and inspired countless numbers of people around the world to take action and

plant trees. On National Arbor Day, April 29, 2005, Chelsea Green released a special twentieth

anniversary edition with a new foreword by Wangari Maathai, winner of the 2004 Nobel Peace Prize

and founder of the African Green Belt Movement.
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The Man Who Planted Trees is the tale of Elzeard Bouffier, a man who, after his son and wife die,

spends his life reforesting miles of barren land in southern France. Bouffier's planting of thousands

and thousands of trees results in many wondrous things occurring, including water again flowing in

brooks that had been dry for many years. The brooks are fed by rains and snows that are

conserved by the forest that Bouffier planted. The harsh, barren land is now pleasant and full of

life.Written by Jean Giono, this popular story of inspiration and hope was originally published in

1954 in Vogue as "The Man Who Planted Hope and Grew Happiness." The story's opening

paragraph is as follows:"For a human character to reveal truly exceptional qualities, one must have



the good fortune to be able to observe its performance over many years. If this performance is

devoid of all egoism, if its guiding motive is unparalleled generosity, if it is absolutely certain that

there is no thought of recompense and that, in addition, it has left its visible mark upon the earth,

then there can be no mistake."The Man Who Planted Trees has left a "visible mark upon the earth"

having been translated into several languages. In the "Afterword" of the Chelsea Green Publishing

Company's edition, Norma L. Goodrich wrote that Giono donated his story. According to Goodrich,

"Giono believed he left his mark on earth when he wrote Elzeard Bouffier's story because he gave it

away for the good of others, heedless of payment: `It was one of my stories of which I am the

proudest. It does not bring me in one single penny and that is why it has accomplished what it was

written for.'"This special edition is very informative.
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